Election Day
November 3rd 2015
Kids Voting Election Day hours: Shakopee Precincts 1-13
and the Combined Township Polling Location at the School
District Office: 7 to 9 am and 2:30 to 8 pm
Precincts in Prior Lake & Savage Open 4 to 8 pm only
www.kidsvotingshakopee.org
http://www.facebook.com/KidsVotingShakopee
twitter.com/KidsVotingShako
kidsvotingshakopee

Kids Voting Shakopee
Building the Next Generation of Voters
Kids Voting is a community-based, nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to educating young
people about the importance of civic engagement and informed voting. The program is unique
because it combines civic learning in the classroom, with family dialog and an authentic voting
experience that reflects the adult process. Kids Voting Shakopee is an affiliate of Kids Voting USA.
We provide the highly acclaimed Kids Voting USA civics-based curriculum activities to participating
schools at no charge. Students learn about the right to vote, democracy, civic responsibility and the
importance of participation in the political process.
For more information:
kidsvotingshakopee.org or kidsvotingusa.org

Thank You
Thanks to these businesses and organizations for their financial and in-kind support:
 Canterbury Park
 Shakopee Lions Club
 Shakopee Public Schools
 Shakopee Rotary Club
 Southwest News Media/Big Fish Digital Works
 Superior Endeavors Inc.
Thanks to these businesses/organizations who assist student voters on Election Day.*
 Canterbury Park
 Minnesota YMCA -Youth in Government (YIG)
 Shakopee American Legion Women’s Auxiliary
 Shakopee Area Catholic Schools
 Shakopee Boy Scout Troop #218
 Shakopee Chamber of Commerce
 Shakopee Community Education Advisory Council
 Shakopee High School Democracy Class
 Shakopee Lions Club
 Shakopee Public Utilities
 Shakopee Rotary
 Valleyfair
*We apologize to those who may have joined this effort after the printing of this guide.
Thanks to the teachers of Shakopee Public Schools and Shakopee Area Catholic School for their
support of Kids Voting. Through their efforts as teachers of the program, the community receives
a valuable gift – a new generation of educated, informed voters.

Be an Informed Voter
An electronic version of this guide, including hyperlinks, is available online at:
kidsvotingshakopee.org
The Shakopee Chamber Sponsored Candidate Forum will be rebroadcast on area public access
channels throughout Scott County (Channel 16 – Shakopee). You can find links to the forum and
to individual interviews of the candidates on the elections page on Shakopee.org

Kids Voting Election Day 2015 Voting Hours




Shakopee Precincts 1-13 and combined township polling place at the
School District Office: 7-9 a.m. & 2:30-8 p.m.
Savage Precincts 5 & 7: 4-8 p.m. ONLY
Prior Lake Precinct 5: 4-8 p.m. ONLY (combined polling place for Precincts 5 & 7)

Kids Voting 2015 School District Polling Locations
P-1
P-2
P-3
P-4
P-5
P-6
P-7
P-8
P-9
P-10
P-11& 3
P-12 A & B
All Local Townships
Prior Lake P-5 & 7
Savage P-5
Savage P-7

Shakopee West Junior High
Central Family Center
Fire Station # 1

200 10th Ave E
235 5th Ave E
2700 Vierling Dr E

Red Oak Elementary
Youth Bldg at Lions Park
Shakopee Community Center
First Presbyterian Church
Shakopee Police Station
Faith Lutheran Church
SACS Education Center
Cross of Peace Church
Eagle Creek Elementary
School District Office
Shepherd of the Lake Church
McColl Pond ELC
Bridgewood Church

7700 Old Carriage Ct
1099 Adams St
1255 Fuller St S
909 Marschall Rd S
475 Gorman St
th
150 130 St W
th
2700 17 Ave E
1506 Wood Duck Trail
6855 Woodward Ave
1200 Town Square
3611 N Berens Rd NW
13550 Dakota Ave
6201 W 135th St

To Find Your Polling Place, including a map and a list of the candidates on your ballot go
to: www.mnvotes.org

Kids Voting Election Day Procedures
1. Parents or another adult must accompany children in grades 3-6 while they vote. Students in
grades 6-9 may vote on their own.
2. Please conduct yourself in a in a quiet and orderly manner. You may have to wait in line for your
turn to vote.
3. The first judge will ask you to sign your name, school and grade on the Kids Voting Register. If
you remember to bring your voter registration card, you may show it to this first judge.
4. The second judge will mark your school and grade on your Kids Voting Ballot and show you
where to vote on the front and back side.
5. Proceed to the voting booth to cast your ballot. You may vote for as many races as you are
comfortable. You may ask for help from your parents or one of the Kids Voting judges.
6. After you have voted, place your ballot in the ballot box. Do not fold your ballot. A judge will give
you an “I voted” sticker. Congratulations! You have just exercised one of our most valued rights
– the right to vote!
7. When you accompany your parent to the adult voting section, please remember to conduct
yourself in a quiet and orderly manner.

Shakopee Mayor

(vote for 1)

Dan Hennen
945 Shumway Street South

952-913-6975

hennenforshakopeemayor@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/hennenforshakopeemayor
Why do you want to be mayor?
I have a strong interest in serving the community where I was born and raised. I feel I have a strong
professional background and energetic and caring attitude to bring the City of Shakopee's residents
closer together with their local government.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
Find ways to save money and lower taxes while maintaining a strong community infrastructure. I
would like to hold more open forum meetings with fellow council members and city staff to listen to the
needs and opinions of the community's residents and business owners.
Soon the City of Shakopee will have new spaces available for additional activities and programing. As
mayor, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about the services and programs that will be
offered at the remodeled community center?
As the City of Shakopee and its program offerings grow, I plan to involve kids and their parents more
in the development process to understand more specifically their needs. Involving kids, parents, and
even the school district in the planning process is critical in operating the best programs and uses of
the different facilities.

Mike Luce

no response

William Mars
1279 Cider Circle

952-445-4228

https://www.facebook.com/Bill-Mars-for-Mayor-1467559830217959/timeline/
billmarsformayor.com
Why do you want to be mayor?
To lead and build a community that is safe, and one that you would be proud to call your home. Also
a community in which everyone feels included.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
Keeping the new community center moving forward for you, your friends and family to enjoy for years
to come.
Soon the City of Shakopee will have new spaces available for additional activities and programing. As
mayor, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about the services and programs that will be
offered at the remodeled community center?
Just like my idea to build the Huber Park Community Playground, our committee very first step was
meeting directly with the children of our community. We asked the children for their ideas, hopes and
dreams to build their perfect playground. I would use the same approach to gather valuable input to
develop a community center full of events and activities that the children could call their own.

Kathi Mocol
1941 Groveland Way 612-716-0375

info@kathimocol.com
www.kathimocol.com

Kathi Mocol Continued:
Why do you want to be mayor?
I love Shakopee and I want to help plan for our future! Smart planning will give us connected
communities, local job creation, and steady, manageable growth to not put burden on schools,
infrastructure and services. We want everyone who moves here to move here and stay here and love
Shakopee for a reason - family, local jobs, small-town feel.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
Transportation will be one of the first items I work for. We have lots of jobs in Shakopee and need
good transit (roads, buses, etc.) to get people to work. This will involve working with the State of
Minnesota, Scott County and local business leaders to create the roads and bus routes that people
need to navigate Shakopee.
Soon the City of Shakopee will have new spaces available for additional activities and programing. As
mayor, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about the services and programs that will be
offered at the remodeled community center?
We love kids in Shakopee and want our new community center to meet their needs! We can develop
a questionnaire for students to give their opinion on future programing for the community center. We
can develop focus groups with students from schools, different sports programs and extracurricular
activity participants. By asking for the input of our kids, we can ensure we create a community center
that gives them what they need to be healthy and active in our community. As well as, a place for
them to use for years to come.

Shakopee City Council

(vote for 2)

Matt Lehman
815 8th Ave East

952-496-2069

mattlehmansr@comcast.net
www.re-elect-lehman.com
Matt Lehman for Shakopee city council (facebook)
Why do you want to be a city council member?
Like a school student, after years of learning, people wish to apply what they have learned. I have
served 14 years as a city council member and have learned many different things relating to
government operations and leadership, I would like to use what I have learned to help better serve the
citizens and families of Shakopee.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
First, helping our residents/families/businesses. I would like to do this with a stable tax rate, by
allowing families, businesses, and residents to have more of the money they earn to use towards
quality family fun times. Businesses could reinvest and hire, and residents in general could decide
how their household best benefit from the extra money.
Soon the City of Shakopee will have new spaces available for additional activities and programing. As
city council member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about the services and programs
that will be offered at the remodeled community center?
I think the kids and their parents should both help decide services and programs offered at the
community center whether it is expanded or not. I also think the democratic process of voters voting
on issues of this size 20 years and expense $50 million is very important, I am currently proposing
households have a say in this process with a vote. This is consistent with the process the school
used for building on new schools.

Kari McGuire

no response

Shakopee City Council

(vote for 2)

(Continued)

Jordan Olson
249 Mound Street, 651-336-4401

p3nn4b7t3@gmail.com
facebook.com/jordanolsonforshakopee
Why do you want to be a city council member?
In a country of, by, and for the people, I believe it’s imperative to understand our government. I started
getting involved while in high school during the ’04 election. Since then, I have worked on several
campaigns and committees. I want to be on the city council in order to ensure OUR local government
functions on reason, not emotion. Debates are often heated and council needs to be cool headed.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
Increase the council from 5 to 7 members. Shakopee now has 40,000+ people, and STILL only 5
people making ALL the decisions! Seven members will provide citizens more opportunity for change if
council members begin to loose touch with the public. Jordan, MN has a 7 member board and has
less than 6,000 people! Our representation needs to GROW with the rest of us!
Soon the City of Shakopee will have new spaces available for additional activities and programing. As
city council member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about the services and programs
that will be offered at the remodeled community center?
Show up! I would work with school officials to not only set up a time to address students personally,
but have ALL OF YOU fill out a survey detailing your ideas\concerns. As councilor, I WILL take the
time to read them, no matter how many. Then I will go through the process of sorting them and go
forth with the most popular ideas. This would be an enjoyable task.

Aaron Weyer
1815 Countryside Dr

voteweyer@outlook.com
www.aaronweyer.info
Why do you want to be a city council member?
I am passionate about Shakopee and want to help make our City the best it can be. I feel the problem
solving and analytical skills I have developed in my career as an Electrical Engineer will be beneficial
in helping the City deal with the challenges the City will face.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
I want to work on more Community Involvement. Just like Kids Voting is a great way for you to
become educated and engaged voters, I want to work on ways to keep your parents engaged and
informed on the issues that matter to them.
Soon the City of Shakopee will have new spaces available for additional activities and programing. As
city council member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about the services and programs
that will be offered at the remodeled community center?
I would have the Parks and Recreation department work with the School District and participants of
the existing Athletic organizations to get their thoughts on what additional programing and activities
could be accommodated with the improved Community Center. I would also propose that the Parks
and Recreation department hold Open Houses and encourage kids to come and bring ideas on
additional opportunities they would like to see.

Jay Whiting
520 Third Ave E. Shakopee 952-496-0959

jaywhtng@aol.com

jaywhitingforcouncil.com
Jay Whiting Continued:
Why do you want to be a city council member?
I want our city to be the best place to live, work and play. I am excited about Shakopee’s future,
especially when it comes to the opportunities for our updated community Center and Ice Arena. I was
not happy with the direction our city was taking. Now, I have supported the new jobs coming to
Shakopee and pushing to get our new parks built and upgrades for our old parks.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
“Planning” (I know boring, right), we need to plan for our next phase of development. Figuring out the
best place to put roads, retail, housing and business. We are a growing community and we need to
plan to make sure we are thinking about every detail. This includes planning for our parks and
recreation needs, our public safety and equipment needs.
Soon the City of Shakopee will have new spaces available for additional activities and programing. As
city council member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about the services and programs
that will be offered at the remodeled community center?
I plan to work with city staff to make recreation programming better. I think it would be a great idea to
have a “youth advisory board” that could help our Parks & Rec. Board, make decisions on
programming that young people will enjoy and use. First we need to improve the space so new
programming can be held somewhere. That’s why I supported the Community Center and ice arena
expansion.

Shakopee School Board

(vote for 3)

Anthony Bonsante
anthonythebullet@comcast.net

952-836-5163

Why do you want to be a school board member?
I want to be a part of the policy making decisions and the governing board for the Supt. I believe our
kids are the future of this country and want to make sure the students that come from district 720 are
prepared for life after HS. I believe it is our job not only to prepare them for college, but to prepare
them for life after HS. Some students may not continue their education, but we need to prepare every
student for life after HS.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
Holding staff, administration, and the board accountable for our graduation rate. Unless our
graduation rate is 100% we as a board, community, parents, staff and administration are failing our
kids.
Soon the Shakopee Schools will have new spaces available for additional activities and
programming. As a school board member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about new
extracurricular activities to be offered for all students?
I will go to the schools and ask the students what they believe their needs are. I believe we need to
involve our kids more in decisions, ideas for future endeavors that this district is going to pursue.

Reggie Bowerman
6448 Oxford Place

952-445-4756

RLSSB@comcast.net
Why do you want to be a school board member?
I’ve been on the school board for 6 years and hope to be re-elected. I want to help continue the
exciting things happening in our schools. For example, the new CAPS program that gets high school
students out of the classroom and learning inside real businesses, which could help in deciding what

they want to do as a career.
Reggie Bowerman Continued:
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
Back in May, the citizens of Shakopee approved a major expansion of the high school, improving
other facilities, and increasing technology in our schools such as iPads for students. So my priority
would be making sure that the planning, design and execution of these projects goes very well. We
want them to finish on time and on budget.
Soon the Shakopee Schools will have new spaces available for additional activities and
programming. As a school board member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about new
extracurricular activities to be offered for all students?
I would repeat something we’ve done previously that has worked well: we ask students and
parents in a survey what activities they would like to see added. This means we’ll hear firsthand
from those who will be participating about what they’d like to do. Then we take the long list of
ideas for new activities and see what might work.

Bethann Lavoie
1829 Westchester Ln
Why do you want to be a school board member?
I want to be sure that the voices of students, teachers, and the community are heard and considered
in school board decisions.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
I want to keep kids connected to and interested in school, so I would begin by finding out about kids'
interests and research many different opportunities for kids at school both during the day and after
school during activities.
Soon the Shakopee Schools will have new spaces available for additional activities and
programming. As a school board member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about new
extracurricular activities to be offered for all students?
I will begin by reaching out to the student councils at every school and asking them how to learn the
interests of kids at their school. Once many interest areas have been collected, I would ask the
student councils to help set up and advertise a facebook page/twitter feed for kids in the district to
voice their interests and vote on activity decisions.

Ken Ludzack
1253 Wood Duck Trail

612-386-3142

kludzack@comcast.net
Why do you want to be a school board member?
I have loved living in Shakopee for the past 16 years and feel like I am at a point in my life where I
want to give back to the community a little bit of what it has given to me and help to make the
Shakopee Schools and Shakopee in general the best that it can be.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
I feel the most pressing issue in the School District is a general lack of confidence among the people
of Shakopee and much of the staff that the current administration has their best interests in mind. I
would work to repair that trust by attempting to be an advocate for those who feel they are not being
acknowledged and encouraging the administration and the board to improve transparency and
communication as we go forward as a district.
Soon the Shakopee Schools will have new spaces available for additional activities and
programming. As a school board member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about new
extracurricular activities to be offered for all students?

I think a student/staff/parent committee to look at proposed new extracurricular activities would be
a good start. An ongoing “suggestion box” type of outlet to propose new ideas to that group could
Ken Ludzack Continued:
be beneficial. Extracurricular involvement for as many students as possible is critical to the vitality
of the school. However even with our new facilities the district will still not be able to do
everything that everyone wants. Input from diverse sources would give the district the best
opportunities to choose activities that are going to benefit the greatest number of students.

Matt McKeand
1042 Sibley Street S 612-865-8930

MWMcKeand@hotmail.com
Why do you want to be a school board member?
I want to continue the great work that the district has done in improving the quality of education for
Shakopee students.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
If I am re-elected, the first thing that I will do is to continue working to implement our strategic plan to
make Shakopee a district of excellence.
Soon the Shakopee Schools will have new spaces available for additional activities and
programming. As a school board member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about new
extracurricular activities to be offered for all students?
We ask our students what types of activities, athletics, arts, and student interest clubs they would
like to see through various means- electronic surveys, student leadership, individual conversations
with staff members, and we are also doing a great job of reaching out via social media.

Angela Tucker
2025 Granite Dr

Tuckerforschoolboard@gmail.com
Why do you want to be a school board member?
Because I have a passion for helping students through there educational journey to be ready for life
after high school. I want to create opportunities for all students to be engaged and active in our
district.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
I would continue the work of the improvements to the high school and outdoor facilities. My biggest
goal is to close the achievement gap.
Soon the Shakopee Schools will have new spaces available for additional activities and
programming. As a school board member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about new
extracurricular activities to be offered for all students?
I strongly believe that students should have a say in all activities that happen in our district. I would
like to encourage student surveys, user groups, and allow students easy access to communicate to
administration.

Shakopee School Board Race Special Election
(vote for 1)

John Canny
13109 Savage

952-221-2818

John@TheCannyGroup.com
TheCannyGroup.com

Why do you want to be a school board member?
My background includes being a teacher (7 years), principal (9 years), and serving on the Shakopee
John Canny Continued:
School Board (2008-2012). I believe my excitement for this opportunity comes naturally. Having
just passed the school referendum this is one of the most exciting and important times in history
for our school district. I am honored to have the opportunity, if elected, to serve on the school
board and hope my experience will provide a positive voice for the Shakopee students.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
If elected, I would continue to gain a clear understanding of the strengths and weaknesses our district
provides, including student learning, curriculum, budget, teachers/staff, buildings and grounds. This
will be a continuous process that takes time, patience, and a lot of listening.
Soon the Shakopee Schools will have new spaces available for additional activities and
programming. As a school board member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about new
extracurricular activities to be offered for all students?
My understanding is that students will have a voice in the new high school addition planning and I
would hope that is true of the newly improved Community Center. As a school board member I
would look to support students and staff, while encouraging them to be creative in how they want to
use the space. I am excited there will be team rooms for our hockey players, as well as a dryland facility.

Tony Pass
730 10th Ave West

612-384-5107

tonycpass@gmail.com
Why do you want to be a school board member?
I want to be a school board member because I am born and raised in Shakopee and want to give
back to the school and community that started my education.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
To make people be more aware and get them involved in extracurricular activities. And I'm not talking
about just sports. Things like performing arts, robotics, even tutoring just to name a few. Anything
that encourages kids to be more involved. It's been a while but I remember the school days went a lot
faster when I was doing something after.
Soon the Shakopee Schools will have new spaces available for additional activities and
programming. As a school board member, what will you do to involve kids in decisions about new
extracurricular activities to be offered for all students?
This goes along with the previous question for me. We will need to make sure not just the students
know of what is available but parents and guardians as well. How I honestly don't know what the best
or easiest way is, maybe it's just posting on the school website, maybe it's a flyer that goes out, I don't
know for sure.

Savage Mayor

(vote for 1)

Janet Williams
4664 Bohn Court Savage

952-890-1669

jwilliams@ci.savage.mn.us
Why do you want to be mayor?
I have been on the Savage City Council for 12 years and am finishing my 8th year as mayor. I am a
proven leader with the knowledge, experience and time to do the job and want to continue to keep the
taxes level and to provide needed services and a quality of life to all of our residents.

What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
I will be elected as no one filed against me. No one filed against me when I ran previously.

Savage City Council

(vote for 2)

Bob Coughlen
9448 Creek Ridge Lane Savage 952-403-9901
cell 612-965-3999
fax 952-403-0088
Bob@Coughlen.com
Why do you want to be city council member?
I am completing my 10th year on the Savage Planning Commission and would like to continue
serving the community, guiding its growth at the next level. I have the leadership and management
skills from 20 years in the Army Reserve, being a Project Manager at a construction company and
community service as a Boy Scout leader.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
I do not have any major issues that are driving my election. My goal is not to “Change the world” but
to continue on with the great leadership already guiding Savage. Good management and stewardship
of our city will do more to better the community than driving a divisive issue.

Matthew Johnson, AIA
14545 Quentin Ave S Savage

mcjohnson6767@gmail.com
#Mj4Savage
https://www.facebook.com/Matt-Johnson-for-City-Council-Savage-MN1605593513025919/timeline/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
Why do you want to be city council member?
I would like to be a city council member so I can continue to share my skills as an Architect to help
shape development and growth of a great place to live and work throughout the city of Savage.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
I would break my initial efforts with the council down into four areas:
1. Cities ownership of land: Work to get land that is owned by the city better positioned for
development for business and residential use so it can become to generate tax revenue versus a
burden to the city. 2. Cities ownership of viable business: Review the cities operation of municipal
liquor stores and work with the city to developer a better municipal liquor hybrid model to more directly
engages private business.
3. Cities develop of community amenity: This is what helps promote
people to want to live in the city. Spearhead the instigation of a city splash pad as a park recreation
opportunity.
4. Cities engagement in renewable resources: Work with the city to develop an
opportunity to create municipal renewable through photo voltaic farms and wind farms utilizing wind
capture technology developed by companies such as sheerwind http://sheerwind.com/

Christine Kelly
14634 Brunswick Ave

Savage

952-226-2332

Chris.kelly@integraonline.com
Why do you want to be a city council member?
I have served on the Savage City Council for the past 8 years. I want to ensure that Savage
continues to provide necessary city services, like police and fire, in a way that we can afford. We
have beautiful parks and playgrounds that we need to make sure are available for our children today
and for years to come.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
Savage City Council has started reviewing all of our recreational needs like the parks, trails, and

buildings. The beginning of 2016 will be the time to make very important decisions about what we
need and should have. I am excited to make decisions about the future of our recreational
opportunities, as well as decisions about new housing and commercial development.

Wayne T Lawrence
5395 Vernon Court Savage

952-894-2758

wlawrence@be1source.com
Why do you want to be a city council member?
I would like to be more involved with the planning and the direction that the Savage Community is
moving.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
The first issue I would work on is accessing how to best utilize the remaining resources with the least
impact on the tax burden for the residents.

Ray Leathers

no response

Chris Raiter
Raiterforsavage@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/raiterforsavage
Why do you want to be a city council member?
I'm running for city council because as a parent, I want to make sure the city of Savage is the best it
can be for all of our children to grow up in.
What is the first thing you would work on if elected?
I would want to explore programs to keep our schools and parks at the highest possible standards. I
believe strongly in providing fun extracurricular activities and programs for children and teenagers to
join in and enjoy all our great city has to offer.

Kids Voting Registration Card
To find your polling place, including a map and a list of candidates on your ballot go to:

www.mnvotes.org
Complete your Kids Voting Registration Card and bring it with you to vote on Nov 3rd



VOTER REGISTRATION CARD
____________________
Grade

____________________
School

__________________________________________
Voter Name

__________________________________________
Home Precinct

__________________________________________
Home Precinct Address

Kids Voting Community Steering Committee members:
Mark Bury
Bob Greeley
Michele Hanlon
Lorri Helkamp
Lori Hensen (Advisory)
Jayne Kubler
Breana Mercer
Paulette Rislund

Superior Endeavors Inc
Shakopee Lions
Valleyfair
Kubes Realty
City of Shakopee
Shakopee Public Schools

Thank You Kids Voting Sponsors
Shakopee Lions

