Give All Students an Authentic Election-Day Voting Experience
Stories about Presidential
candidates and election results
are dominating our news cycles,
sparking early and animated
conversations about many
aspects of our electoral process.
This fall, you have the opportunity to move the story from
“out there” to “in here” by showing your students firsthand
how elections work and why voting matters.

The “Kids Voting” program combines civic
learning in the classroom with at-home
activities and an authentic Election-Day voting
experience for students in grades K-12.
In the weeks before an election, teachers use our election
curriculum -- which aligns with Minnesota’s social studies
standards -- to teach students about the rights, responsibilities
and mechanics of voting and citizenship. Students learn about
the importance of participating in our nation’s democratic
process and of being involved in their local community. In
addition, they receive take-home materials to encourage
discussions about voting and current events with family
members and friends.

Participating in the “Kids Voting”
program helps achieve four very
important outcomes:
• Preparing young people to be
educated, engaged citizens.
• Supporting educators in
teaching the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship.
• Stimulating civic dialogue
within families.
• Increasing participation in our
democracy.

In the 2014 election, more
than 45,000 students from
50 Minnesota communities
cast a ballot as part of our
program.

On Election Day, students have the opportunity
to cast a vote using the same process and ballot
slate as the adults in their community.
Votes are counted and reported by grade and by school
district. Students participate in a reflection exercise the day
after the election to reinforce their learnings.

Join us this fall in providing your students
with a transformative experience that will
build their civic knowledge, skills, attitudes
and behaviors.

In Minnesota, the Kids Voting program is
coordinated by Minnesota Civic Youth. To
learn more about the program or sign up
to participate, contact Amy Anderson at
651-955-1679 or amy@mncivicyouth.org.
Or visit www.mncivicyouth.org.
Funding for the program comes through
a grant from the Minnesota Legacy
Amendment Arts and Cultural Heritage
Fund, and the citizens of Minnesota.

Research shows that practicing civic habits at a young age
can support a lifetime of active citizenship!
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